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PREFACE 


Art-Song and Folk-Song both make a well-nigh uni- 
versal appeal to music lovers irrespective of the people 
or language to which they owe their birth, and, however 
rich in each kind the musical literature of any country 
may be, the songs of other nations are always welcome. 

French songs have long gone far beyond the bound- 
aries of France, those of Russia are used everywhere, 
German songs are indispensable to singers in every coun- 
try, and English speaking singers are perhaps peculiarly 
dependent upon songs in other languages if they are to 
gain the breadth of view and degree of versatility which 
are expected from true artists. 

This collection of the most notable lyrics in German, 
Italian and French has been prepared to meet the needs 
of our large and ever increasing class of earnest aspirants 
to true attistry. The songs are presented always with 
the original text in order that their full flavor and signifi- 
cance may be preserved and because a poem which does 
not suffer by translation is a thing hardly conceivable. 

It is true that in the Italian opera music which was so 
widely used for study in Victorian days, the text is fre- 
quently unimportant to the point of being practically neg- 
ligible. To cite a single instance: except for those who 
know it on the stage, the music.of the Mad Scene, from 
Lucia, is nearly impersonal. The text might be pastoral 
or amatory without being noticeably inappropriate to the 
music. But in the best art-lyrics text and music are in- 
extricably interwoven, and of such is this collection. 


Knowledge and use of the three languages in which 
such lyrics are commonest is needful to our singers for a 
proper knowledge and use of their own native tongue in 
singing. It is therefore not in response to the fashion of 
singing in foreign languages but in recognition of every 
singer's need of broader culture than singing in English 
alone can give that the original text is uniformly retained. 

German songs are most numerous, as is natural in 
view of the high development and universal appeal of the 
German Lied. French songs claim a welcome by virtue 
of a lightness and grace all their own. Modern Italian 
songs of artistic importance are not easily found but the 
old Italian composers have left models for all time in Per- 
golesi's Nina, Lotti’s Pur Dicesti and many similar gems 
which seem to embody all admirable and lasting qualities 
which songs may possess. 

Students, and teachers as well, should remember that 
of these noble songs each is an earnest of like treasures 
which will reward any diligent seeker in the fields repre- 
sented by the collection now offered for their use and 
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Caro mio ben. 
(Darling, my own.) 


GIORDANI. 


Eng. version by PAUL GRAYSON. 
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Music by C. GOUNOD. 


Le Vallon. 
(The Valley.) 


Eng. words by H. F. CHORLEY. 
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G. B. PERGOLESE. 
(1710-1786) 


Eng. version by PAUL GRAYSON. 
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Povero Marinar. 
(Heart-broken Mariner) 


L. MILILOTTI. 


Eng. version by CLARA LOUISE BURNHAM. 
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